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1 . THE KING HAS ACCEPTED THE RESIGNATION ON MAY 26 OF KHADGA 
BAHADUR SINGH AS CHAIRMAN OF THE BACK TO THE VILLAGE CAMPAIGN, 

AS WELL AS HIS RESIGNATION AS MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD, 
IRRIGATION AND LAND REFORM. BISWA (VISHNU) BANDHU THAPA HAS 
BEEN APPOINTED CHARIMAN OF THE BACK TO THE VILLAGE CAMPAIGN, 

BUT THE MINISTERIAL POST REMAINS VACANT FOR THE TIME BEING. 

2. COMMENT: SINGH'S DISMISSAL IS THE RESULT OF THE KING'S 
DISSATISFACTION WITH THE WAY THE BACK TO THE VILLAGE CAMPAIGN 
MANAGED THE RECENT ELECTIONS. THE PALACE HAS BECOME CONCERNED 
AT THE WIDESPREAD CRITICISM OVER UNCONTESTED ELECTIONS AT ALL 
LEVELS OF THE PANCHAYAT SYSTEM, CRITICISM WHICH RANGES FROM 
THE "COMMON MAN" UP TO AND INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER TULSI GIRI 
(REFTEL.) WHILE THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT WAS WRITTEN 
AT THE TIME OF THE INDIAN EMERGENCY, IT LOOKS INCREASINGLY ANACH 
RONISTIC IN THE FACE OF WORLDWIDE CONCERN OVER HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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3. SINGH HAD BEEN A STAUNCH DEFENDER OF THE "CONSENSUS ELECTION" 
PROCEDURE, ARGUING THAT IT WOULD ALLOW THE KING TO REMAIN IN 
COMPLETE CONTROL OF THE INTERNAL POLITICAL FIGURES AT THE 
SAME TIME BRINGING NEW AND TRUSTED POLITICAL FIGURES INTO 
PANCHAYAT POLITICS. WHILE THE PALACE MIGHT HAVE TOLERATED PUBLIC 
DISSATISFATION WITH ONE CANDIDATE ELECTIONS, THE KING IS REPORTEDLY 
UNHAPPY WITH THE CALIBER OF OFFICIALS VIRTUALLY HANDPICKED BY SINGH. 
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CORRUPTION AND FAVORITISM WERE RAMPANT IN THE MOST RECENT ELECTIONS, 
AND AS A RESULT, MANY PANCHAYAT WORKERS WERE BECOMING ALIENATED 
OVER WHAT THEY SAW AS A MOVE TO FURTHER RESTRICT ACCESS TO HIGHER 
POLITICAL OFFICE. PRIME MINISTER GIRI IS ALSO BELIEVED TO HAVE 
ARGUED THAT SINGH S POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY WAS TOO CONSERVATIVE AND 
WOULD, IN TIME, FURTHER ERODE POPULAR SUPPORT FOR THE PANCHAYAT 
SYSTEM. 

4. SINGH S DISMISSAL SHOULD GIVE CONSIDERABLE ENCOURAGEMENT TO 
MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNENT WHO HAVE URGED THE KING TO REFORM THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO AT LEAST ALLOW MULTIPLE CANDIDACIES 
FOR PANCHAYAT POSTS. THE FOREIGN MININSTER RECENTLY TOLD THE CHARGE 
THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT SUCH CHANGES WOULD COME INTO EFFECT WITHIN A 
YEAR. OTHERS HAVE REPORTED THAT THE KING MAY MAKE SOME REFORMS AS 
EARLY AS NEXT MONTH WHEN THE NATIONAL PANCHAYAT IS IN SESSION. 

5. THAPA WAS A FOUNDER OF THE NEPALI CONGRESS PARTY AND SERVED 
AS THE PARTY'S WHIP IN PARLIAMENT IN 1959-60 FOLLOWING THE 
DISMISS A OF B.P. KOIRALA AS PRIME MINISTER, THAPA IOINED THE 
"PANCHAYAT SYSTEM" AND BROKE WITH THE CONGRESS PARTTY. HE WAS 
REWARDED WITH THE PORTFOLIOS OF HOME AFFAIRS AND DEVELOPMENT. 

HE BECAME HEAD OF THE NATIONAL PANCHAYAT IN 1963 BUT FOLLOWING 
HIS RESIGNATION IN 1966 HE WAS APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF THE BACK TO 
THE VILLAGE CAMPAIGN AND SERVED IN THAT CAPACITY FROM 1968- 1972. 

HE ATTEMPTED TO MAKE A POLITICAL COMEBACK IN 1973 BY RUNNING FOR 
THE PANCHAYAT BUT WAS DEFEATED AFTER KIRTI NIDHI BISTA AND OTHERS 
IN THE GOVERNMENT RIGGED THE ELECTIONS IN HIS DISTRICT. THAPA 

HAS BEEN ABSENT FROM THE NATIONAL SCENE IN RECENT YEARS. 

EAVES 
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